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Barcelona City Council, Mobile World Capital and
Fira de Barcelona launch a challenge to optimise
HORECA distribution in the city

e The initiative promotes the development of technological innovations to
achieve more sustainable urban logistics and forms part of the goal to reduce
goods distribution emissions in Barcelona by 50% by 2030.

e The winning project will receive up to €100,000 in funding to implement the
pilot in Barcelona.

e The challenge will be resolved in the last quarter of the year and follows
MW<Capital’s incorporation into the Barcelona Innova Lab Mobility.

Incorporacié de MWCapital
al Barcelona Innova Mobility
Lab(BILM) i mobilitat
sostenible de darrera millaa
la cir*at

In the photo, from left to right, the CEO of MW(Capital, Francesc Fajula; Barcelona’s
First Deputy Mayor Laia Bonet, and Fira de Barcelona’s Director of Marketing and
Strategic Projects Joan Angulo, during MW(C25.

Barcelona, 12 May 2025. - Barcelona City Council, Mobile World Capital Barcelona
(MWCapital) and Fira de Barcelona have launched the mobility challenge “Optimising
HORECA Distribution in the City of Barcelona”. This initiative aims to transform the
current Urban Goods Distribution (UGD) model in the city, in alignment with the
objective of cutting emissions from this activity by 50% by 2030.
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The challenge is being launched by the Barcelona Innova Lab Mobility (BILM), an
initiative led by the Barcelona City Council through the Mobility Department. It is
supported by the city’s urban innovation agency—the BIT Habitat Foundation—along
with Fira de Barcelona and MW<Capital. The initiative aims to drive and facilitate the
implementation of pilot trials and new projects in the field of smart and sustainable
urban mobility.

With this challenge, which will be resolved in the last quarter of this year, BILM seeks to
drive the development of technological solutions capable of transforming the current
urban distribution model, especially in the hospitality, restaurant and catering (HORECA)
sector.

Technology to promote more efficient and sustainable mobility

The solutions proposed by the innovation ecosystem should fall within four areas of
action: goods distribution organisation, delivery mutualisation, scheduling, and modal
shift. All proposals must incorporate an innovative and distinctive element, be high-
impact, executable in the short term, and capable of replication and scaling. The
challenge aims to develop a new organisation for goods flows that minimises their
externalities, creating a new way of operating that groups deliveries and fosters
collaboration among companies and distributors.

The initiative comes in the context of growing professional mobility in city centres. An
assessment of UGD in Barcelona estimates that goods distribution accounts for 17% of
the city’s mobility. This movement leads to externalities such as pollutant gas emissions
(31% of PM10 and 34% of NOX), public space occupation, and traffic violations, among
others.

At the same time, a study by Barcelona City Council, conducted in collaboration with
Barcelona Regional, B:SM and the AMB, reveals that the HORECA sector accounts for
22.2% of UGD deliveries.

The challenge promotes public-private collaboration to identify efficient and sustainable
innovations that contribute to improved mobility in Barcelona, involving companies,
startups and innovation centres. Furthermore, the winning project will receive €100,000
in funding to implement its pilot in real city environments.

This is the fourth challenge launched by BILM with support from Fira de Barcelona,
following previous projects aimed at reducing motorcycle accidents, optimising
municipal bus fleet flow by improving dedicated lane traffic, and, most recently,
minimising traffic noise pollution while supporting mobility decision-making in the city.
Through such initiatives, BILM is fostering a model of intelligent, sustainable urban
mobility and strengthening Barcelona’s position as a mobility innovation capital in
Southern Europe.
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About Mobile World Capital Barcelona

Mobile World Capital Barcelona is a public-private foundation that promotes the digital
development of society to build a more inclusive, equitable and sustainable future through the
humanistic use of technology. MW(Capital contributes to positioning Barcelona as a global
benchmark in the digital field and to consolidating MW(C's legacy throughout the year by
promoting initiatives in the field of technology transfer, the promotion of digital talent and the
development of innovative technological projects with a social impact. MWCapital hosts the
MWC in Barcelona, is the founder of 4YFN and connects the international community of
developers with the Talent Arena project.

For further information:

Victor Solvas — vsolvas@mobileworldcapital.com — +34 663 201 406
Estela Lopez — e.lopez@romanrm.com — +34 654 741 683
Alex Palau — a.palaul@romanrm.com — +34 651 579 415
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